
WWF-SA, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NEDBANK, BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN 
PEOPLE AND RESPONSIBLE LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 
 
South Africa is currently in the grips of the worst drought in 30 years. The effective 
management of our catchments and farmlands will be a critical component of ensuring long 
term food, water and energy security for South Africa. This was illustrated during a two-day 
field visit organised by WWF to showcase its freshwater and agriculture work, in partnership 
with Nedbank, alongside multiple local partners in a key water provisioning and food 
production catchment in the South-Western Cape. 
 

Riversonderend: eradicating water thirsty trees and empowering local 
communities  

The Riversonderend catchment is a priority water provisioning system in the South-Western 
Cape, and home to rain fed winter grains and fruit production areas. This catchment 
showcases many examples of landowners, communities and associated businesses, who 
are increasingly and actively working with their natural systems rather than against them. 

Here, the WWF Water Balance Programme, with support from Nedbank, local landowners 
and other stakeholders, coordinates and manages the work of clearing woody alien invasive 
and water-thirsty plant species, such as wattles and eucalyptus, in the catchment.  

“This work has proven to be pivotal in restoring the health and improving the function of the 
Riversonderend catchment, which supports the economy and the social well-being of the 
communities living in and around the catchment,” said Helen Gordon, Manager of the WWF 
Water Balance Programme.    

To date, this project has cleared over 200 hectares and generated over 16 000 person days 
of work for individuals from the local communities.  Along with Nedbank, the project has 
garnered support from Government, the Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency, 
the Zonderend Water Users Association, and Fruitways, with private landowners contributing 
financially as well. It is this collective action that determines the project’s long term success 
and impact. 
 
Since 2012, Nedbank has invested R9 million as a corporate participant of WWF’s Water 
Balance Programme. This funding has supported the clearing of 445 hectares of invasive 
alien plants in priority catchments, while generating over 24 000 person days of work for 
previously disadvantaged individuals.   
 
“This means that the water previously soaked up by these water-thirsty plants, over 9 000 
kilolitres annually, now remains in our healthier water systems,” said Gordon.   

 
Recreating harmony between food systems and the environment 
 
50kms away from Riviersonderend is the town of Caledon where the WWF SAB Better 
Barley, Better Beer initiative is being implemented.  
 
Launched in 2011 the Better Barley, Better Beer (BBBB) is a joint initiative between SAB and 
WWF and aims to empower the South African barley farmer, in both the commercial and 
smallholder contexts, to make the right farm planning and resource management decisions 
now so as to ensure the sustainable production of local barley into the future, whilst ensuring 
a reduction of the impact of this production on the natural environment.   

In simple terms, the initiative provides farmers with easy to use guidelines to assess and 
ensure their compliance to all relevant environmental legislation, followed by the adoption of 



best practice principles in managing areas that are highlighted as key risks in their farming 
operations.  

According to Inge Kotze, Senior Manager of the WWF Sustainable Agriculture Programme, 
“The role and effort of all landowners, including both small scale, communal and large 
commercial farmers, requires increased recognition and support as their work is pivotal in 
conserving and managing our surrounding farmlands and catchments that provide protection 
and numerous downstream benefits to us all. In partnership with Nedbank, the WWF 
Sustainable Agriculture Programme aims to recognise and promote the important role our 
farmers can and often do play as critical land custodians of South Africa’s globally unique 
biodiversity alongside the protection and maintenance of well-functioning, healthy 
provisioning areas within their catchments.”  

This WWF-Nedbank partnership to support environmentally sensitive agricultural production 
across multiple commodities and regions started in 2012.  Nedbank has committed an 
investment of R18 million, from 2012 to 2018, in support of this programme to promote 
responsible agricultural development and the adoption of improved agricultural production 
practices, water, energy efficiency and alternative low water, low carbon solutions for 
agriculture. 

Illustrating the interconnectedness between food, water and energy, this fieldtrip 
demonstrates how many role players are working to raise both awareness and facilitate 
action in the protection and effective management of South Africa’s key water source areas 
to the benefit of us all 
 

End. 

Editor’s notes: 

WWF South Africa 
WWF South Africa is a national office that is part of the WWF network. We are a local NGO 
that for more than 40 years has worked towards the aim of inspiring all South Africans to live 
in harmony with nature, for the benefit of our country and the well-being of all our people. 
WWF stands for the World Wide Fund for Nature 
 

Nedbank’s Sustainability approach 
Nedbank acknowledges the need to operate within the confines of environmental limits while 
meeting social needs. This implies that there are things we need to do less of, but also 
presents opportunities to develop new solutions that benefit the broader environment, our 
clients and our bank. Understanding and embracing this interconnectivity is at the core of our 
sustainability-centred business strategy; and is key to our ability to create and deliver 
resilient value. One of the delivery mechanisms for such, is our Fair Share 2030 strategy to 
get money working for the future we want. For more information, please visit 
www.nedbank.co.za.  

http://www.nedbank.co.za/

