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INTRODUCTION 

Currently there are 200 ha of Cyclopia. genistoides (kustee) and C. subternata (vleitee) 

under cultivation.  C. intermedia (bergtee) is the predominate species harvested from the 

wild.  The sustainable harvesting of this wild honeybush is imperative to insure the survival 

of Cyclopia species as wild harvested honeybush takes 3-4 years to rejuvenate for the next 

harvest.  Thus the cultivation of honeybush will insure the quality of the tea and increase tea 

volumes.  

The aim of this work was to compare the seasonal variation and root ability of two clones 

that were pruned back heavily in summer 2013 and two that were not.   

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Four clones of C. genastoides were selected from mother plants in Bredasdorp, Western 

Cape, South Africa.  Two clones (GT 1 and GG 53) were cut back heavily in January 2013 

whilst GK 3 and GK 5 were not pruned at all. Cuttings were taken at four intervals; April, 

July, October 2013 and January 2014.  The cuttings were soaked in Mancozeb after which 

the bottom 10cm was dipped in 2g.l-1 IBA powder (Seradix 2). Cuttings were treated with a 

rhizobium suspension of 10g.l-1, three weeks after striking.   

Cuttings were placed in a mistingbed, bottom heated (18-25°C) and misted 30 seconds 

every hour in tunnel. After three months the cuttings were assessed for rooting percentage, 

number of primary and secondary roots, total root length and dry mass.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The clones (GT 1 and GG 53) pruned back heavily in January 2013 showed significantly 

higher rooting percentage in June 2013 (84%) and October 2014 (88; 97%) than April 2013 

(62.5; 56% and January 2014 (50; 537%) 

The dry mass accumulation was significantly higher in June (0.25; 0.20g) and October 2013 

(0.30; 0.29g) in comparison with April 2013 (0.08; 0.11) and January 2014 (0.07; 0.05g) 

 

GT 1 number of primary per cutting were, significantly higher in October 2013 (11.72) than in 

April, July 2013 and January 2014. The number of secondary roots per cuttings were, 

significantly higher in clone GT 1 and GG 53 in July 2013 (7.97; 5.59). Clone GG 53 number 

of secondary roots per cutting were significantly higher in October 2013 (10.44). Whilst 

cuttings made in July 2013 from clone GG 53 gave the highest total root length (229.06mm) 

however, it was not significantly higher than those made in October 2013 (225.43mm). 

 



The non-pruned clones (GK3 and GK 5) showed opposite results to the pruned clone in July 

(30.21; 62.15%) and October 2013 (6.25; 21.88%). There was no significant difference 

between the rooting percentage in of the non-pruned clones (GK 3 and 5) in April 2013 

(71.98; 81.25%) and January 2014 (65.63; 75.00%) and pruned clones (GT 1 and GG 53) in 

April 2013 (62.50; 56.25%) and January 2014 (50.00; 37.50%). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Pruning back of mother plants in summer assured a significantly higher rooting percentage 

in cuttings.  These cuttings also developed with a root system with a greater surface area, 

than cuttings from clones which were left unpruned. 


